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Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue Service
Alert to EITC Return Preparers
We reviewed early tax year 2014 Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) returns you prepared, and we show that the Form 8867, Paid Preparer's Earned Income Credit Checklist, was missing. By omitting Form 8867, you failed to meet your EITC due diligence requirements.
 
Beginning with Tax Year 2011 returns, paid return preparers must complete and submit Form 8867 with every client return claiming the EITC (Treasury Regulation Section 1.6695-2). If you give your client a paper return, you must attach Form 8867 to his or her return. The penalty is $500 for each EITC return we receive without Form 8867. This penalty doesn’t have a maximum limit.In addition to penalties, your failure to comply with these requirements may result in additional IRS actions, including revoking your Authorized IRS e-file Provider status and prohibiting you from obtaining or renewing your preparer tax identification number.The enclosed list shows the incomplete returns we identified at this time. We can still assess penalties on any future client returns we receive without Form 8867.
What you are required to do
•  Immediately begin submitting Form 8867 with all EITC returns you prepare, both paper and e-file. 
•  Do not send us a paper copy of any missing Form 8867. Late submissions will not affect penalty    assessment.•  Do not prepare and send in an amended return to include the Form 8867. Returns amended to include    the form will not affect penalty assessment.
What to do if you need help
Sincerely,
•  Review the enclosed Publication 4687, EITC Due Diligence Brochure
•  Visit our website at www.eitc.irs.gov/rptoolkit/main/•  Call the toll-free number listed at the top of this letter
•  Visit www.eitc.irs.gov/EITCCentral/SP_L5364.doc to view this letter in Spanish
Thank you for your cooperation.
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